The adoption of any innovation is the result of a combination of many factors. Farmers seek for media which, during transmission, ensure them of providing accurate and clear information. Utilization of sophisticated technology in the adoption of improved poultry practices requires comprehension of scientific principles and competency in their application. This requirement necessitates potential adopters to choose a combination of sources rather than one source of information during various phases of the adoption process.
The adoption of any innovation is the result of a combination of many factors. Farmers seek for media which, during transmission, ensure them of providing accurate and clear information. Utilization of sophisticated technology in the adoption of improved poultry practices requires comprehension of scientific principles and competency in their application. This requirement necessitates potential adopters to choose a combination of sources rather than one source of information during various phases of the adoption process.
The North Central Rural Sociologists Sub-Committee (1955) had postulated five stages in the adoption process: awareness, interest, evaluation, trial, and adoption. Many scientists working on similar lines identified different stages in the adoption process. Singh and Jha (1965) using a five stage adoption process model in the adoption r of improved agricultural practices found that non-institutionalized sources were rated high over institutionalized sources of information at awareness stage. In the case of non-institutionalized sources, demonstration, exhibition, and film shows stood in that order of preference. Rogers and Shoemaker (197f) however, have not come to any general agreement in the identification of definite steps in the adoption process. Rogers and Shoemaker have pointed out only two definite and identifiable stages, namely awareness and adoption. According to Mathur et a/. (1974) there was a predominant use of interpersonal sources of communication such as neighbours, friends and relatives, and specialists in the process of decision-making.
Very little work, however, has been done to identify the sequential choices of sources of information in the adoption of improved practices relating to animal husbandry. In this study an attempt has been made to understand the first source of information as well as subsequent sources chosen by respondents in the adoption of improved poultry farming.
Methodology
Trichur taluka consisting of four development blocks and two towns has been purposively selected "for the present investigation because of the possibilities of getting an adequate sample for the study. From official sources a frame of 418 recognized farmers engaged in rearing improved poultry was obtained from which a sample of 100 farmers was selected by adopting the probability proportionate sampling technique. The data were collected by a pretested interview schedule and analysed by the chi-square method. Vikalpa. Vol. 5, No. 3, July 1980 
Findings and Discussion
Mass media, government sources, and neighbourhood sources, in that order, were the first sources of information on improved poultry farming as revealed in Table 1 . First information for 73 per cent of the farmers was mass media, followed by government agencies (14 per cent),' and neighbourhood sources (13 per cent).
Among the mass media, 67.12 percent poultry farmers had obtained' first information from exhibitions and 32.88 per cent from newspapers. Village extension officers were chief among government sources as evidenced by over 57 per cent of the farmers obtaining first information from them. Among poultry farmers who had obtained first information from neighbourhood sources, 69.24 per cent mentioned neighbours.
In the aggregate, about half of the poultry farmers got first information through exhibitions followed by about one-fourth from newspapers. Exhibitions which include a poultry demonstration unit conducted by Kerala Agricultural University annually in connection with the Trichur Pooram festival can be said to be the principal source of first information among poultry farmers. With high literacy levels and reading habits, the contribution of newspapers should be significant as revealed in the study.
Choice of Sources for Additional Information.
The data presented in Table 2 reveal the farmers' preferential choice of sources to get additional information on improved poultry farming.
As their first choice, 29 per cent of the farmers preferred printed literature, 23 per cent neighbours and friends, and 18 per cent the newspaper. Nearly half of the poultry farmers showed* preference for printed literature. As their second choice, 20 per cent each of the poultry farmers had selected printed literature and extension workers, 18 per cent group discussion, and 17 per cent subject matter specialists. Out of these four squrces, farmers have shown preference to extension workers and printed literature. As their third choice, 41 per cent showed significantly high preference for subject matter specialists and 18 per cent for extension workers. In their option for the fourth and final choice, 31 per cent indicated Kerala Agricultural University and 21 per cent the neighbourhood poultry farm. These two sources were also found be statistically significant. The choice of other sources was purely at rendom without revealing any particular preference in their favour.
It is thus seen that a great majority of the farmers under study showed preference for printed literature. This can be attributed to the high literacy level of the people (60.42 per cent in 1971) as well as to the fact that all sample poultry farmers were literate and most of them read the newspaper.
1 The Department of Animal Husbandry and Kerala Agricultural University had printed some information materials and distributed them through development blocks. The important role of printed literature will be,evident when viewed from the fact that this source • was preferred highly significantly by poultry farmers as their second choice. It is also possible that for .gaining confidence many poultry farmers had contacted their neighbours and friends to discuss the adaptability of the recommended practices under their own conditions. Hence, the preference of neighbours and friends was next only to printed literature. Local newspapers are very often used by the Department of Animal Husbandry and Kerala Agricultural University to publish news and articles on various aspects of animal husbandry practices. The significant choice of newspapers is, therefore, evident. It is but logical to expect farmers to obtain more information and 1. The rate of literacy not only reinforces the learning component perfect but also brings about confidence in the different sources of information sought which in turn actsas a powerful .decision-making component. get various points clarified by consulting resource personnel. This is reflected in sizable proportion Of the farmers preferring extension personnel and subject matter specialists as their second choice in addition to the preference for literature and 'group discussion. The existence of such a tendency is further strengthened by the finding that about 60 per cent of the farmers indicated resource personnel as their .third choice. Finally, decision of farmers to adopt improved poultry farming got crystallized and strengthened through visits to institutional and private farms as evidenced by two-thirds of the farmers indicating such farms as their fourth choice.
The significant choices of sources of information have been summarized in Table 3 . Almost all farmers had only four choices in sequence in their quest for additional information.
Viewing from the sources of information subject matter specialists were preferred by the largest number of respondents (75) and neighbours and friends by the least number (28) of respondents. Printed' literature was preferred in the aggregate by 54 persons and when combined with the newspaper, over 80 had chosen the written medium to obtain further information. This is indicative of two factors: one, the high capability of poultry farmers to peruse and understand printed technical literature and, two, publication of such materials.
In adopting improved practices three sources of information, viz., printed literature, discussion with subject matter specialists, and actual observation of the management practices, have played important roles.
Implication
Exhibitions, having proved to be a potent source, deserve to be exploited as a major tool in creating awareness in rural areas. With the aptitude shown towards literature, exhibitions coupled with scientific literature will motivate farmers considerably. Organizing demonstrations in farms along with provision of opportunities for subject matter specialists to come in contact with farmers should also prove effective in as much as the farm maintained by the University as well as consultations with subject matter specialists were invariably used in the decisionmaking process. 
